
The big news around here is 
that on March 1st Ephraim 
Pottery completed its move 
to the little town of Lake 
Mills, Wisconsin. The studio 
and offices join the gallery in 
a newly renovated historic 
building in the downtown 
area. The pottery had been 
located on a farm in a rented 
barn building since the early 
days of the company’s exis-
tence. After more than 10 
years, the farm felt like a 
home-away-from-home for 
most of us. The rural setting 
influenced us in many ways, 
personally, professionally and 
aesthetically. Our artists 
shared the beauty of our sur-
roundings through the colors 
and motifs used for many of 
our pieces.  

To honor the influence that 
the farm has had on our lives 
and work, we have created a 
small collection called Farewell 
to the Farm. These pieces were 
inspired by the plants, ani-
mals and colors that were 
familiar sights on or near the 

farm and are our way of say-
ing “thank you” and “so 

long” to the farm and the 
landlords who were so kind 
and supportive for those 10+ 
years. 

The Farewell to the Farm series 
will be offered for one year 
only*, and no more than 500 
pieces will be made of each 
design. The pieces in this 
series will bear an additional 

mark on the foot designating 
them as part of the Farewell to 

the Farm collec-
tion. Please 
join us in hon-
oring the im-
portant role that the farm 
played in our lives and in our 
work by adding the Farewell to 
the Farm pieces to your per-
sonal collection.  

* Ordering deadline for Farewell to the 
Farm pieces will be June 30th, 2010. 
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(From left) #C45 In the Marsh (egret), $288; #C47 
Black-Eyed Susan, $188; and #C46 Garden Visitor 
(rabbits and carrots), $248. The Farewell to the 

Farm collection will 
be included in our 
new catalog, which 
is scheduled to be 
mailed in late June. 
If you are on our 
postal mailing list, 
the new catalog will 
be sent to you 
automatically. 



It’s a wrap! Hundreds of 
amazing photos were submit-
ted for this year’s photo con-
test. A big THANK YOU to 
everyone who entered.  We’re 
sure that our customers will 
enjoy the photos that we 
have chosen to feature in the 
2010 EFP Collectors’ Calen-
dar. Congratulations to all the  
winning photographers! 

If you have any ideas or 
thoughts on a theme for next 
year’s contest, please email  
or call Kristin at EFP: 
info@ephraimpottery.com or 
888-704-POTS. 

2009 a great year for photos 
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Second Place Prizes—$50 Gift Certificates 
Ann Boyner—February 

Jerry Maynard—April 

Steve Splittgerber—May 

Spring & Summer Events Calendar 

SHOWPIECES? 

We plan to introduce new 
showpieces for the 2009-
2010 show season at the Arts 
& Crafts Chicago show. At 
the time of this writing, the 
showpieces have not been 
finalized. Please check 
www.ephraimpottery.com/ 
showpieces.htm prior to the 
show for an update. 

First Place Prizes—$100 Gift Certificates 

June 26-27 
Ephraim Faience Pottery 
Collectors’ Society 2nd 
Annual Convention 
Sheraton Hotel 
Madison, Wisconsin 
Info: 
www.ephraimcollectors.org 

July 9-11 
Red Wing Collectors  
Society 33rd Annual  
Convention 
Red Wing High School 
Red Wing, Minnesota 
Info: 
www.redwingcollectors.org 

May 30-31 
Arts & Crafts Chicago 
Concordia University Gym 
River Forest, Illinois 
Info: 
www.eastwoodgallery.com/arts
andcrafts-chicago.html 
Tel. 651-695-1902 

June 6 
Exhibit & Sale at Frank 
Lloyd Wright Wisconsin’s 
“Wright & Like” Tour 
Unitarian Meeting House 
Madison, Wisconsin 
Info: 
www.wrightinwisconsin.org 

July 25 
Trunk Show 
Milwaukee Art Museum 
Store 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
See our web site soon for 
more information 
August 8-9 
Arts & Crafts San Francisco 
San Fran Design Center 
Concourse Exhibition Hall 
Info: 
www.artsandcrafts-sf.com 
Tel. 707-865-1576 

Grand Prize Winner 
Steve Splittgerber of Lincoln, Nebraska 
Chosen Best of Season—Fall 
2010 Calendar Month: November 
Prize: $200 Gift Certificate 

Mary Nolan & Mike Fister 
Simi Valley, California 

Chosen Best of Season—Winter 
2010 Calendar Month: January 

Megan Gaudreault 
Hemet, California 

Chosen Best of Season—Spring 
2010 Calendar Month: March 

Steve Splittgerber 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

Chosen Best of Season—Summer 
2010 Calendar Month: July 

Judy Stouffer—June 

Tony Wagner—August 

Tony Wagner—September 

View all the winning 
photos as well as a 
complete list of runners-
up and honorable 
mentions on our web 
site: 

www.ephraimpottery.com/
contest_2009.htm 

Mary Nolan & Mike Fister—
October 

Kelly Van Wormer—
December 

The 2010 Collectors’ Calendar will be 
available this summer. Log on to our web 
site in July for details. 
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Introducing Barbara Voss by Jerianne Feiten 

For further details on our 
participation in any of these 

events please see 
www.ephraimpottery.com or 

call Marilynn toll-free at  
1-888-704-POTS (7687) 

Recen t l y ,  I  had  the 
opportunity to sit down and 
talk with Barbara about how 
she became a member of the 
Ephraim family. 

Barbara has a twenty-five year 
history in museum retail 
gallery management and sales. 
She started in New York, then 
moved to Chicago, and finally 
ended up in Lake Mills, 
Wisconsin. In Chicago, 
Barbara worked for the Terra 
Museum of American Art and 
managed the retail space. She 
began carrying Ephraim 
Pottery and soon was one of 
Ephraim’s largest wholesale 
outlets. She fondly remembers 
customers coming to the store 
with pictures of their 
collections, talking about their 
pieces and how they displayed 
them in their homes. This is 
very similar to many of the 
conversations we hear at the 
Holiday Fest or the Ephraim 
Collectors’ Convention.  

Unfortunately the museum 
closed, so Barbara moved on 
to work at the 
Chicago Botanical 
Garden and began 
managing their 
retail shop. She 
stated that once 
she got their 
inventory under 
control, she again 
c o n t a c t e d 
Ephra im and 
began selling their 
line of pottery in 
the Botanica l 
Garden shop. 
However, fate was not going 
to let her grow roots in her 
new home, and soon the retail 
portion was outsourced to a 
California company who 
managed sixty different 
museum retail outlets. 

Barbara called Marilynn 
Reichel, of Ephraim Pottery, 
to let her know she would no 
longer be managing the 
Botanical Garden outlet and 
was looking for new 
employment opportunities 
that may be available. This 
was just about the same time 
that the Ephraim Gallery 
Studio concept was being 
worked out and planned. The 
rest, they say, is history and 
the gallery landed a very 
t a l e n t e d ,  e x p e r i e n c e d 
manager. 

From New York to Chicago, 
Lake Mills is now her home. 
With the lack of mass transit 
in the area, a driver’s license 
was the first order of business! 
Barbara says she loves 
Wisconsin and is so happy to 

be involved with Ephraim 
Pottery. 

With  her 
degree in 
Fine Art 
(painting as a 
focus), you 
c a n  s e e 
B a r b a r a ’ s 
artistic style 
i n  t h e 
d i s p l a y s 
th roughou t 
the store. 
T h i s  i s 
matched by 

her friendly smile and easy 
conversational ability. You 
immediately feel like an old 
friend when you are in the 
store discussing pottery, or 
just about anything else. 

My last question for Barbara 
was, “What kind of art are you 
involved with now?” Barbara 
is currently studying and 
experimenting with leather 
crafting in the style of the 20’s 
and 30’s. She has a collection 
of leather Arts and Crafts style 
purses along with some Art 
Deco pieces. She would like 
to leather craft some of her 
own designs. 

I am off to search the Internet 
to locate examples of this type 
of Arts and Crafts style. 
T h a n k s ,  B a r b a r a !  
 
Jerianne Feiten is the Historian of 
the Ephraim Faience Pottery 
Collectors Society (EFPCS). This 
article originally appeared in the 
Society’s latest newsletter and is 
reprinted here with permission. For 
more information about the EFPCS 
please see the Society’s  web site:  

www.ephraimcollectors.org. 

August 22 
Wisconsin Pottery  
Association Show & Sale 
Alliant Energy Center—
Exhibition Hall 
Madison, Wisconsin 
Info: 
www.wisconsinpottery.org 

Spring & Summer 
Hours for the Gallery* 

Wednesday 12-7 

Friday 10-5 

Saturday 10-5 

Sunday 11-4 

Also coming this summer:  
pottery demonstrations 

* If you will be in our area and 
our normal open hours do not 
fit in with your plans,  please 
call us in advance at 1-888-704-
POTS (7687) and we will do 
our best to try to accommodate 
your schedule. 

Odds & Ends 

There are a few charity 
auction events coming 
up in May and June. 
Check the link on the 
News page of our web 
site for details.  

We were thrilled to be 
profiled in the May issue 
of Milwaukee Home & 
Fine Living magazine. 
The author did an 
excellent job of 
capturing the philosophy 
of our studio and the 
essence of our work. 
Call 1-800-922-3509 to 
order a single copy, or 
see www.milwaukee-
home.com for 
subscription information. 



It’s also been fun to start 
learning more about our new 
community and its history. 
The “lake” in Lake Mills is 
the beautiful and mysterious 
Rock Lake. A number of leg-
ends swirl beneath its shim-
mering waters, the most fa-
mous of which is the exis-
tence of underwater pyramids 
said to have been built by a 
strange non-native people 
possibly as early as 3000 BC. 
As far as I can determine, 
exactly what is truth and what 
is legend has not yet officially 
been sorted out, but the web 

Well, it’s official—we’re not 
“down on the farm” any-
more. As of March 1st, we’re 
all moved in to our new place 
in Lake Mills. As you may 
know, it’s not actually “new,” 
but rather newly renovated. 
The structure itself dates 
from 1892, right around the 
time the Arts and Crafts 
movement in America was 
coming into its own. It’s the 
perfect setting for our work, 
and although we loved the 
farm, being here just feels 
right.  It’s nice to have a place 
to call our own. 

site of the Rock Lake Re-
search Society gives a fasci-
nating “historical interpreta-
tion” in a timeline format 
(www.rocklakeresearch.com/
history.htm). Legends aside, 
present-day Rock Lake is the 
recreational centerpiece of 
the town, with boating, swim-
ming, and fishing popular 
activities with locals and tour-
ists alike. 

We hope that the “City of the 
Pyramids” will someday be 
able to add Ephraim Faience 
Pottery to its long and fasci-
nating list of legends. 

From the Lake by Kristin Zanetti 

203 W. Lake St., Lake Mills, WI 53551 
 
1-888-704-POTS 
www.ephraimpottery.com 

Ephraim Faience Pottery 

Rock Lake seen from 
Ferry Park on the western 
shore, looking toward 
Lake Mills 
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